
North Adelaide Golf Club – Senior Pennants 2020 – Division 3 

North Adelaide Golf Club’s first foray into the world of Senior Pennants proved to be both 

challenging and rewarding, with early disappointments being offset by creditable team 

performances later on, and at the end of the minor rounds NAGC were unlucky not to qualify for the 

finals. 

Round One proved to be the proverbial baptism of fire, NAGC being matched against The Stirling 

who had the added advantage of playing on their own course. It was tough going for North Adelaide 

on a track where local knowledge proved significant, and at the end of the day a result of 6-1 in 

favour of The Stirling possibly didn’t reflect the fighting spirit of the NAGC players, two of whom lost 

on the 18
th

 hole. 

It was to transpire that over the course of the season, last hole results played a significant role in 

NAGC’s chances of participation in the finals. 

Round Two was played at North Adelaide and should have been to the NAGC team’s advantage 

against the visitors, Flagstaff Hill. However, several players, including North Adelaide’s lowest 

handicapper (and No 1), were unavailable. With the core of the team missing and everyone playing 

up at least one position the home side succumbed, losing 5-2 to the team that eventually proved to 

be second strongest in the division. There were again some close results with two players losing on 

the 18
th

 hole, this ultimately being the difference between the teams. 

Round Three saw NAGC travelling to Mt Osmond to take on Kooyonga; a mighty challenge as the 

opposition were flying high at the top of the table having only lost one rubber in the first two 

rounds. Analysis of their team showed why, with their highest handicapper being off 8, just one 

more than NAGC’s lowest marker! 

None of the NAGC team were able to get close to challenging their opponents and it was no real 

surprise to see a 7-0 scoreline at the end, although solace could be taken in the fact that this was 

also the fate of all but one of Kooyonga’s opponents during the season. 

By Round Four NAGC were almost in a ‘must win’ situation to make a finals appearance possible. 

Penfield was the destination, and Mt Osmond the opponents. Things were looking good towards the 

halfway stage of the match with most NAGC players holding leads. Unfortunately Mt Osmond 

proved stronger over the closing holes and finished winners 4.5 – 2.5. Four of the rubbers went to 

the 18
th

 hole with one being halved and the other three won by Mt Osmond….it could have been 

very different! 

The final minor round (Five) was played at Flagstaff Hill, but by this stage it was mathematically 

impossible for North Adelaide to make the finals. If The Stirling lost 7-0 to Kooyonga (as was 

expected) and NAGC beat Penfield 7-0 (less likely), North Adelaide would miss out by just half a 

rubber. This didn’t deter the NAGC team and at one stage during the match this was exactly the 

situation with all NAGC players holding leads over their opponents. There were several strong 

performances across the team (showing pride in the NAGC colours) and the result at the end was a 

5.5 – 1.5 win to NAGC, with the loss and the half both reaching the 18
th

 hole. 

The Kooyonga/Stirling result followed the script and so NAGC missed the finals by just two rubbers; 

it could have been very different as of the 11 rubbers that went to the 18
th

 hole over the course of 

the season, NAGC lost 8, halved 2 and won just one! 

There were stand-out performances within the team. Jonathan Gravenor finished the season with 

three wins, a half and one loss; his performances in both the Senior Pennant and the Public Course 

Pennant show that he is a formidable match-play golfer, and in danger of heading towards territory 

from which legends are made. 



NAGC also fielded the only two lady players in the division, and both performed admirably. Excluding 

the Kooyonga result, Diane Biebrick, playing at No. 3 in the team and with a ‘never say die’ attitude 

took every opponent to at least the 17
th

 hole and won two of those rubbers. Merrilyn Middleton was 

thrown into the fray against the top two teams in the division with predictable results, but then 

showed her determination and mettle with a resounding 5/4 win in the last round against Penfield – 

the best of the day. 

North Adelaide’s competition day organisation was as good as any other of the Division 3 clubs (and 

better than most). There was no sign of referees at the other locations, but Dave Harrington made 

himself available in that capacity for the NAGC home match (thanks Dave!). The pre-match fruit and 

post-match BBQ at NAGC was also as good as at any other venue, and there was some amount of 

surprise expressed by several players from ‘higher-tier’ clubs as to the super condition of the North 

Adelaide course. 

A huge amount of thanks is due to Alan Potts for getting North Adelaide a place in this event, 

capably managing the team through the season, and putting on another excellent BBQ for all teams 

at the NAGC home game. 

Also thanks to Ian Probst for volunteering as a caddy, especially choosing to push the buggy of 

probably the player with the worst historical match-play record in the team. This effort was probably 

to Ian’s detriment as he suffered a season ending knee injury in the fourth round at Penfield – that 

was the only flat course, wasn’t it Ian? 

Finally, thanks to all the players that put their hands up to play, especially those that didn’t get 

selected for the squad or the team; it proved to be a really good event and so there is incentive for 

all to play better golf and get selected next year. It was also great to see both Merrilyn and John 

Samaras turn up to support the team at matches where they weren’t playing. 

Bring on 2021! 


